
Latah County Planning Commission 
Minutes, 16 May 2006 

 
Planning Commission [PC] Members:  John Hunt [JDH], Suvia Judd [SJ], Kathleen Warnick [KW], 

James Smith [JS], Janet Hohle [JH], Louise Barber [LB], Steve Heick [SH]. 
Planning Director, Michelle Fuson [MF] 

 
Present/Absent:  JDH, SJ, KW, JH, JS, SH, LB present.  Staff:  MF, Jim Craig and other staff members 
from the Planning Department.  Also present in the audience were:  Paul Kimmel, Jack Nelson, and Tom 
Stroschein, County Commissioners 
 
Packet:  Agenda for the Public Hearing; minutes for 4/18/06; draft land use ordinance for Latah County 
 
Handout:  written testimony primarily re. lighting, junk (E. D. Morken, Ann and Ben Baker, Kenneth 
Kolar, David and Joanne Bull, Frank Bennett, Laurie Marin, Don Lazzarini, Guy Worthey, Madeline 
McComas, Ralph Aeschliman, Mark Yama, Merrill and Mary Conitz, Don and Betty Nagle, Mike 
Thomason, Mark Lesko, Jay Feldman, Beth Miller, Mark Solomon, Patrick Evans, Steve Banks, 
Clearwater Power Company (David Hagen), Kenneth and Fran Gibson, Gail Chermak, Bonnie Bernstein, 
Ruth Walz, Edward and Vicki Kottke, Donald Evans, Frank and Dorris Walker, and Terry Dahmen 
 
Meeting:  Minutes of 4/18/06 accepted.  JDH called the public hearing to order at 5:35pm, and explained 
the rules for the evening.   
George Hatley:  proposed lighting ordinance would have an impact on rural horse arenas and gun clubs; 
an “unfunded mandate” to shade lights; junk might be reasonable to regulate and enforce, although 
antique equipment and machinery should be exempt. 
Gary Potratz:  opposes lighting ordinance (see his notes). 
Sherm Clyde:  opposes lighting on security and safety grounds. 
Don Hawley:  opposes lighting; what about intersections? 
Sarah Skaar:  152,000 acres exist on Federal and public lands for hobbyists; farmland security important; 
fewer police patrols with lights; recommends refinement of definitions for “animal containment” and 
“affected person.” 
George Lisher:  draft lacks common sense; drafted by outsiders. 
Terry Maple:  draft represents the beginning of a change like that which ruined Kootenai County; pitting 
neighbors; junk economically damaging; lighting ordinance is aimed at Bennett Lumber. 
Chuck Maple:  opposes lighting and junk; outsiders telling us how to live. 
Mark Solomon:  affected persons definition needs work; previous language was broader and better; a 
problem because there is so much leased land in the county; commercial zone might have a size cap to 
prevent large-scale retail from coming in; supports lighting section. 
John Rich:  one size doesn’t fit all re. lighting; full-scale cutoff should be used in proximity to near 
neighbor, but not required throughout the county.  Is enforcement possible? 
Judy von Bliekmills:  the lighting section is in direct violation of the Homeland Security rules around 
chemical storage locales, food processing facilities; enforcement will increase taxes. 
Sharon Cousins:  tired of being told to go back where I came from; the junk issue is a non-issue for her, 
but forbidding horizontal lighting doesn’t seem too much to ask, especially for new construction. 
Vetta Bunsel:  screening inadequate re. junk. 
Cynthia Chadwick:  opposes junk and lighting; enforcement of both not practical. 
Dave Trail: opposes lighting; cost prohibitive; a form of retroactive taxation. 
Eleanor Asky:  opposed lighting and junk; government butting into people’s lives and costing money. 
Wayne Fox:  remove lighting from zoning and put in general ordinance and let CC deal with it; property 
value affected by whatever holds values down; rework requirement so regulations are more rigid and less 



discretionary; don’t let larger land parcels be divided easily; mining missing; procedures should allow 
swearing in under oath and cross examination. 
Patrick Evans:  strongly supports lighting; Clearwater Power is promoting light pollution; say cost is $335 
for change lights, but a shield would only cost $44 installed by CP; motion detectors even better. 
Ralph Ashlund:  supports lighting; we want good lighting, not thoughtless lighting; security is a doubtful 
rationale. 
Carla Osborn:  shielding lights is actually easy; supports lighting. 
Betty Jo Smith: (read from handout) 
George Branson:  mini-storage business requires lighting; commercial enterprises should be able to light. 
Martin Haar:  after years in Norway, property rights are being eroded here like there. 
Murray Stanton:  opposes lighting and junk; the draft is unfit to go forward and just wrong since based on 
aesthetic considerations and police powers to enforce; Idaho has a nuisance law; elitist; counter to 
objectivity. 
Jeff Harkins:  substitute lighting with an education program and trust rural county residents to make own 
decisions; PC is not rural; unenforceable and places burden on county residents. 
Roger Falen:  opposes lighting and junk; only restriction should be where lighting might affect a driver. 
Guy Worthey:  wording on lighting may need work, but intent is good; lighting up the sky does no one 
any good. 
Nancy Torbeck:  Is this (lighting) intended to fix the future?  Narrow ordinance to future construction; use 
the money saved on necessary things, like schools. 
David Mindenhall:  lights are nice for security; antiques not junk. 
Kelly Moore:  affected persons needs to change, broaden; favors lighting; lifestyle protection includes 
preserving what is and not allowing problems to get worse; wind power:  ordinance doesn’t pertain to 
private wind power to offset expenses. 
Deborah Reynolds:  both sides should be working together to hammer this out; change will happen. 
Steve Basoa:  lighting is especially important with increased population; Clearwater Power is just wrong. 
Bob Hassalt:  security is an issue for people with shops with tools; some help should be made available to 
pay for the change; new construction cutoff lighting fine, but 45-degree flood may a problem. 
Betty Benson:  supports lighting; junk is less an issue than just plain garbage and trash on highways, left 
in fields, and blown offsite from construction. 
Albert Stage:  ordinance doesn’t mention fire management; plants; rework driveways for fire 
management; lighting is not just aesthetic; affect felt by natural world; ten years is plenty; cars, tires, and 
trash dumped is problem for landowners. 
Betty Nagle:  opposes lighting and junk; doesn’t see the problem; resents intrusive government. 
Bob Jahns (safety officer for Bennett): and security issues are important with lighting; $40,000 cost for 
change; tower guy wires kill fewer birds than glass windows; concrete pads are less environmentally 
friendly than guy wires. 
Greg Helms:  lighting necessary for my work in A/F zone; government intrusion vs. stargazing. 
Donald Ball:  representing his father, who received a letter from Clearwater Power; opposes lighting, but 
wants his yard light and would be happy to shield it. 
Karen Lewis:  accessory housing size and distance from primary residence too limiting; health and safety 
are a part of a building permit; why the problem with rentals; government should not be involved in a 
accessory housing. 
Valerie Smith:  lighting better than sheriff’s deputies patrolling in terms of cost; owns trailer park, lights 
prevent liability. 
Larry Lacy:  feed yard next to streams a problem; fewer restrictions better. 
Ron Crumbly:  flood moved more land in 24 hours than cows can walking along the river.  Opposes 
lighting. 
Alan Carson:  lighting is sort of okay; permitted setbacks and positioning would take care of many of 
these problems; better definitions of type of buildings in juxtaposition with each other; Idaho law was 



made in the fifties when the state was so small; we’re all getting closer together and rules are a must; 
better definitions for trespass, nuisance; outdated. 
Deb Pearson:  infringement on personal rights is the problem with lighting/junk; enforcement more costly 
than the lights. 
Mark Moorer:  draft will invite litigation; definitions of affected person, animal containment, dairy, dog 
with pups, letters recorded for setback (scrivener’s mistake could wreak havoc); orchards permitted in 
rural but not A/F, accessory cottage (repair, code) unenforceable; continuing and extended use not in 
agreement with other definitions; many private property rights affected by draft. 
Keith Wilson:  Block Watch requires lighting in cities; county needs same protections; no safety without 
lighting. 
David Hall:  supports lighting; driving distraction could be a problem 
Aleta Sonnenberg:  opposes lighting/junk; CUP for churches? Her church meets in people’s homes; CUP 
necessary?  Define church building. 
Pat Flanigan:  supports lighting; draft seems designed so impacts will not be felt by neighbors; good. 
Delfort Cone:  enforcement and penalties problems; doesn’t appreciate Planning Department monkeying 
with his rights. 
Pat Niesen:  lighting necessary for his tree reforestation business; high intensity for growth cycles; his 
location doesn’t affect anyone; limiting in this manner could affect county’s economic development. 
Daryl Bruce:  PC inadequate to make rules that limit people so significantly. 
Bob Pierce (Clearwater Power):  draft for lighting based on subjective opinions, which is wrong; their 
solutions are a compromise:  1) will offer light switches on safety lights; 2) inventory now includes 
shielded alternative and is an option for a customer; 3) retrofitting shields in their tests have not 
performed well (no cost available); CP tries to work with people when issues arise. 
Beth Miller:  travels to do her hobby (astronomy); growth is inevitable and happening; but lights, just as 
boom boxes, do not know boundaries; lighting, etc., needs addressing; lumen depreciation is a wearing 
down of the amount of light, but the same amount of electricity used; this is an opportunity. 
JDH:  closed public hearing; decisions of draft to be made at the 6/6/06 meeting before forwarding to CC.  
MF to summarize all comments for that meeting; SJ asks for letters that we might not have to be in 
packets. 
 
Next Meeting:  6 June 2006 at 5:30pm in the Latah County Courthouse, Room 2B 
 

Submitted by Louise D. Barber, 26 May 2006 


