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RE: Seatbelt Mobilization

The Latah County Sheriff’s Office and other law enforcement agencies throughout Idaho
will step up efforts to get drivers to buckle up May 20 through June 2.

More than 70 Idaho law enforcement agencies will participate in the high-visibility
mobilization effort with officers dedicating extra hours to educate citizens and to strictly
enforce the state’s safety restraint law during the 14-day period that includes Memorial
Day.

Seat belts are the most effective safety feature ever introduced for vehicles, according to
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. When used correctly, seat belts
reduce the likelihood for fatal and serious injury crashes by half.

According to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA), 52 percent of the 21,253 passenger vehicle occupants killed in
2011 were not wearing their seat belts at the time of the crash. As noted, deaths involving
seat belt nonuse are more prevalent at night than during the daytime. According to
NHTSA, 62 percent of the 10,135 passenger vehicle occupants killed in 2011 during the
overnight hours of 6 p.m. to 5:59 a.m. were not wearing their seat belts at the time of the
crash.

Last year, 73 unrestrained people were killed in Idaho traffic crashes. State law requires
all vehicle occupants to be properly restrained, no matter where they are seated. Fines for
violating Idaho’s safety restraint laws range from $10 to $69.



